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A Session of the Oceanic Sub-Committee of the International Sailing 
Federation was held at 0930 – 1330 on Monday 7 November 2006 at the 
Scandic Grand Marina Congress Centre, Helsinki, Finland  
 
 Please refer to the ISAF Offshore Committee and Council minutes of 10–11 November 2006 
for the final Council decision on all recommendations and opinions contained within these minutes. 

MINUTES

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 1 
2. World Speed Sailing Record Council 1 
3. Racing Rules of Sailing 2 
4. Representation on offshore committee 2 
5. Oceanic Races Held In 2006 2 
6. Oceanic Races To Be Held in 2007 2 

7. Shorthanded Oceanic Events 2 
8. International Regulations Commission 3 
9. Special Regulations Sub-Committee 3 
10. Any Other Business / 

Recommendations 3 

 
Present:  
 Abraham Rosemberg (Chairman)                     Alan Green 
 Jacques Lehn (Vice-Chairman)                         Stan Honey  
Will Apold                                                         Giovanni Iannucci 
Pierre Fehlmann Maximo E.Rivero Kelly 

By invitation  
John Lewis (Major Event Organisers)  
Also present:  
Norbert Marin (ISAF Technical Co-ordinator)  

Apologies:     
Guillermo Altadill Minoru Tomita 

 
Please refer to the ISAF website, www.sailing.org for the details of the submissions on these 
minutes. 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
        The minutes of the Oceanic Sub-Committee meeting of 7th

 November 2005 were 
approved.  

2. WORLD SPEED SAILING RECORD COUNCIL 
A brief report was given by Claude Breton about speed sailing record achievements. 
Concern was expressed about safety issues in Oceanic Speed Sailing Records 
noting for example 20ft open catamarans. It was also commented that in a certain 
way, speed record trials may not be associated with records established in races 
recognised by ISAF.   Agreement is reached about the fact that the ways of 
controlling safety in Speed Sailing Record Trials is a difficult issue but it should be 
promoted.  
It is agreed that the issue is going to be addressed again next year. Although it is fully 
understood that the attempt of breaking a record has its own risks involved, members 
of the Committee express the concern that the message of promoting unsafe sailing 
is been generated. 
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3. RACING RULES OF SAILING 

(a) RRS New Appendix – Rules for Oceanic Races 
Submission 157-06 was received organized by Phillip Tollhurst and a second 
draft prepared by Maximo Kelly covering in principle the same items but with a 
different format. 
Due to the importance of the issue, it is recommended that a working party is 
formed and comments and suggestions requested from the MNAs to be sent to 
the Working Party before January 31st so that they can be submitted to the Mid 
year meeting.  

4. REPRESENTATION ON OFFSHORE COMMITTEE 
A long discussion went on regarding Major Oceanic Event Organisers 
representation on the Offshore Committee. Pierre Fehlmann has been the 
representative.  Because of an unexpected vacancy on the committee, the 
chairman of the Offshore Committee has also appointed Mr. John Lewis of 
FICO.  At the suggestion of Will Apold, the committee decided that it will study 
the selection and terms of the representatives of Major Offshore Oceanic 
Events, and emphasized that no single oceanic race or organizer shall have an 
exclusive relationship with the committee. It was commented by the members of 
the committee that from the list of Major Oceanic Events, only a part is under 
FICO umbrella.  
 

5. OCEANIC RACES HELD IN 2006 
Supporting papers 5b and 5a were noted and general discussion regarding their 
content was held. Questions were raised regarding incidents in oceanic yachts.  
The need of a forum is raised, as FICO is noted to only represent a small 
percentage of the Events. 

 
6. OCEANIC RACES TO BE HELD IN 2007     

Supporting paper 6 was noted and general discussion regarding its content was 
held. According to its terms of reference, it is the responsibility of the ISAF 
Oceanic Sub-committee to maintain a calendar of oceanic races.  The 
committee has a goal of improving its calendar-keeping duties. 

 
7. SHORTHANDED OCEANIC EVENTS  

The complexity of ways to ensure health and safety issues during Short- 
handed Oceanic events is raised and discussed. The suggestion of a “check 
list” to ensure the competence of the sailor is made but also it was clear the 
difficulties that this system would imply. It is discussed that some similar events 
have addressed this problem, i.e in France a medical check is asked for 
Oceanic Racers. It is agreed that this issue has to come as a submission next 
year while avoiding making rules more complicated. 
The importance of the promotion of single-handed events is discussed. 
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8. INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS COMMISSION 
The full report of the International Regulations Commission is made direct to the 
Executive and minutes are available separately.  Alan Green, the chairman, 
summarized as follows: 
(a) There was concern about the dangers posed to small craft by containers lost 
at sea and Alan Green asked that details of any known collision between a 
yacht and a container be reported to ISAF. 
(b) It would be helpful to hear from any MNA or yachting organization whether 
they had or had not been consulted when a new TSS (Traffic Separation 
Scheme) was established in their area. 
(c) An ISAF group under the auspices of the International Regulations 
Commission is working in co-operation with Friends of the Earth International on 
a set of guidelines to be published by the IMO for small craft regarding 
environmental issues (eg antifouling and the transport on hulls of alien species).  
(d) Alan Green had recommended to the ISAF Executive that donations in the 
name of ISAF should be made to the Search and Rescue Fund which IMO 
established 5 years ago to help establish rescue facilities in poor countries such 
as Tanzania.  Such donations could come from ISAF itself, or from MNAs, or 
from oceanic event sponsors 

 

9. SPECIAL REGULATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
A report on the meeting of Special Regulations Sub-Committee was given by the 
Chairman of the Oceanic Sub-Committee 

 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS / RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
          Four recommendations were made: 
 

(i) To prepare a grade for Oceanic Events 
(ii) To request that the Special Regulations SC review the appendix D for 

man overboard. 
(iii) To review the involvement of ISAF in Short Handed Sailing 
(iv) To study the selection and terms of the representative of Major Offshore 

Oceanic Events 
     

 It was suggested to share knowledge from Short Handed racers as they are 
considered to be a major source of information. 
 
The need for ISAF to be involved in shorthanded events was raised and a general 
agreement was reached that this area should be included within ISAF. 
ISAF should work to review its position taken in the past. 
 
Stan Honey reported on experiences in the recent Volvo race, including possibilities 
for improving systems for locating victims overboard, harnesses, jacklines, fire 
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prevention, etc. The committee looks forward to noting submissions to the OSR Sub 
Committee based on the experiences reported. 
  
The committee members and observers at the meeting expressed their thanks to Mr. 
Honey. 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded. 


